CHILDHOOD   AND   EDUCATION

wine of his* own vineyards. His fellow citizens
recognised his integrity, his disinterestedness, and
his vigour in public affairs, and he occupied suc-
cessively all the chief municipal offices from jurat
(town-councillor) to sub-mayor (1536) and
mayor (1554 to 1556). Pierre Eyquem accepted
his public duties in the spirit of serious diligence.
" I very well remember when a boy/7 writes Mon-
taigne, u to have seen him in his old age cruelly
tormented in mind about these vexing public af-
fairs, forgetting the gentle aspect (le douLv air)
of his own house, to which the infirmity of his
years had for long previously attached him, the
management of his concerns, and his health; de-
spising his life, which he thought to lose, engaged
as he was, on behalf of others, upon long and
painful journeys.*

On one of these journeys to Paris, the object
of which was the recovery of certain forfeited
privileges of the citizens of Bordeaux, Pierre took
as his eloquent assistants a number of pipes of the
country's wine, which he distributed among those
in power with the happiest result. A man of lim-
ited education but with an ardent faith in learn-
ing, he occupied himself much with the advance-
ment of education in the city, especially in con*
nection with the recently founded College of

* Essays, III, 10.ay now have grown faint,
